
GR£\ NT Pk.OPOSi\! j 
FOR URAL HISTORY PROJECT IHTI! SL·:;-.;ruR MEMBif(S 

OF THE SISTERS OF ST o JOSEPH OF c.:,RONDELET, :-;T ,, Pfl Ul. PIWVINCr: 

November 3, 1975 will mark the bebinning of 175 ye;Jrs of service which the Sisters 
of Sto Joseph of Carondelet have given to what is now the stare of Minn~sota. At 
that point of time when our first four Sisters arrived in St. l'aul from St. Luui~ 
in 1851, our country was 75 years old. Minnesot~ hild nut as yet achieved the 
status of a territoryo Since that date, our ~rovincial Archives show that 2427 
Sisters from Europe, Ireland, England, Canada and 38 states <'f the U,S.A, have 
contributed uncounted years of service to the Church. Thousands of people, re­
gardless of race, color or creed have benefited from the various institutions 
(schools, hospitals, orphanages, etc,) founded and staffpd by the Sisters. (See 
sheets mared ~ and Q.) 

During the remainder of International Woman'~ Year anrl lhe coming Bi-Centennial 
Year, I have permission from our Province Director, Sister Miriam Joseph Cummings, 
to devote my time to an Oral History Project, interviclo.'ing/gathcring information 
from some of the 110 Sisters whose median age ls 80 (the oldest is 95) who nov1 
reside at Bethany Convent, 1870 Randolph Avenue, St. Paul. 

In my research about the accomplishments of our Community oi which 1 havl! been 
a member for over 40 years, I found that the CSJ 's were the first: to hegir: mauy 
significant works in Minnesota: 

-St. Joseph's i\cademy, Sto Paul (1851) designe~ted as MinneSOld 1
f. first girls' 

school and the state's first high school (18S3) by the Minnesota State Histor­
ical Society. Until its demise in 1971, it was the oldest private school in 
the state. 

- first Sisters to come to Minnesota (1851) .1t the {nvitarion uf Bishop Joseph 

" Cretin. 

St. Joseph's Hos~Jital, St. Paul (l85J) fir-Bt nnd oldest hospital in the f;f"att>. 

- First Sisters to begin a parochial school system - Cathedral, St. Paul (1855) 

-Assumption School, St. Paul (1858) first national school tn the state. 

-First private woman's college in Minnesota- Th•• CollPgt• of ~;t. Catlll'rf:l~, :,t. 
Paul (1905) 

-Orphan asylums begun in conjnnction •..Jith St, Jos~ph's /•cctrh .. mv (leSl) ;1n<l St. 
Joseph'G Hospital (1853) 

-Safety School Patrol begun by Sister Carmela at Cathedrnl School, St. P~•1l (1921); 
now throughout the nation. 

- Chri Rt Child School for r:xceptional Ch lldr('n' St a Paul, be· gun by ;; fstpr 1\nnil 
Made (1 948) 

l'frsl: junior ~.:ollegt• in thP IJSA I•' 0[f,,r ,\~~0<;1;:~re Vr.>r,rl:'c·~ L'Xrlusivcly in thP 

health car(' fields, ~jt. Mary':; Jurtvr College, Hinneapnlis (1964) 

-The Bridge for Runaway Youth, Minneapolis (1rl70) flrst family rrisi'~ ,-,_,r,t-~r 

utilizing the runaway crisis to rl'dr:~l th: fatoily; foundL•d bv ;jist·L·r i<ila 
Steinhagen, 



GRANT PROPOSAL FOH OHAL III STORY t'ROJ ~CT 

h'hen young ,,•cmen sought to entL'r rh._· ·""liV•.':l~ ilnLI \.l•'!"t..: train1·<; .1~. :.i·,t,·rs, th·~· 

\~ere discouraged from writin~·,/talkin)~ nl>uut: t!:,,tr <•:_~·nt:·plic.IJ!iH'nl~, lhcf• f<Jndlle~, 
etc. Their uam..:.s were never mentioned in' nt.]1n~t:~s :.r.u v.~rv ·,,• 1_dom iu any pub­
lication::; or on any works of art they :11iL:'t h-J,'L' f'rodu,·l·d. h'h;JI •:orr·:~;I(Jildl'l1•_·,•, 

pictureS, COpieS Of Speeches, Ji.;,loma8, rrv0l"'rt'l1S, t·hPSe~ .. , t.:lC,, t:u.;y mf:~\Jt h;j'JP 

kept Wt:>re usually destroyed ;"Jt the tim•• o( tlh•i;· cealh" l\1 tlot tiH•y d:i.J WCl~ for 
the Lord and !le 1vould be their rew<.nd. lr i1as not r-~en uutil recf'nt1y t.hdt rl~<·n~ 

has been a keen interest on the part of our r:omnuaity 1.0 ~.>uild 11p u~r ;nchives 
and flt?sh out statistics of proje('ts, schools, hospitals a'1d l•ther inst ilution-. 
with the human interest element. 

With my background of !:'Xperience as a teacher ;wd <J !::>istcr·, J !Jlan tu l<.t!J 1 he,,f'. 

resources in the following manner beginninf, in Sep~ember of l-1/'i: 

1. Live ar St. Joseph's Provincial House, lb80 ;~andolph Avl'mw, ')t. F';~uJ, ~~h!('h 
is adjacent to Bethany Convent, the Administration Centu1 wlk•re out· ;n,·ld"~~ 

are kept, and the College of SL Cath...,rinc, SL :'aul, when~ Sisl<!r John 
Christine \~olkerstorfer i~ .chairman of that lnstltution's o1·al lti~'tury *-~- iu\.k.u ... --. 

paz:tme-o-to :. ' 

7. Tap~ intf:'rvf.ewH and convPrsations of SL•nlor Sister~;" This 1~ould he ;•rL'C<'dPJ 
uy a (jUl•Htionnaire/outline given the .:>i,;r,•r flheaJ oJ tfmp in orr!,'!' to hl~tp 

her prepare her material/information. The :.>istt•rs cho~·~n to Jo this ('ould 
be a) named/suggested by those vJho know something significant about them; 
b) those who represent the gamut of works our Sl::;ter,; do/have don>!: ,;chools 
(pre-school, kindergarten, grade, high, junior rull~ge, four-year colle~e), 
hospitals, orphanages, health-care fields, domestic work, culturul (art:, 
r:1Usic, drama, etc.) as well as ethnic groups: Irish and Canadian contribu-
tions. This project and procedure has th!" wholE'-ht·artnl .1ml enthusiAst !c 
~;upport of the coordinotor/GIIP''rior o( f.lt~thonv Cunv"nl, ~i:;tL·r So1•IJLt 
Ma t u ,c; e s k. i . 

3. Transcribe and type up recorded material since L .. pes hrL'<.tk, ;•.r·t ] ost, need 

to be edited, etc. 

I seP. that this material/informc1tion c.1n be put to '3XcPllent usc~ in a var i,~_t·y 
of ways: 

- As a basis for further resear~h 
- Expanded into material for articlcslbooks/1ecturcs 
-Made available to county and statP. hi:;torical socl.•ties <JS well ns otl~<~r in-

stitutions, universities, colleges, seminaries, archivist~, news media, etc. 
-Informing the public of significant contributions and 'Nork of the :..:isters 
- Learning from the past experiences of Sisters who have don~ the pioneer work 
- Becoming aware of the work of the Sisters and develop L11g a sens" of pru[Putld 

gratitude to those who gave us a precious heritage 
- Assessing our past in order to look to the future 
- Human interest stories that have never been written down 

LessonA. to be lenrned ahout adapting t0 the neeci~ l'f tlw t i~H·s 



GRAN1 PROPOSAL FOR ORAL HISTORY PROJECT 

Th~ is a need for such data gatherin;:; foe 

- C.S.J" history 
Archdiocesan history: Role of Catholic wowen anJ HE'!i.bi<-'us women iu Chur~·h 
services 

- Minnesota Mid-west history 
- History of Education 
- History of Health-Care in area 
- Long history of woman leadership which needs to be written and (at least) re-

corded for good histories to be \~ritten. Sister John Christine !Hi a hbtorian­
college teacher, is very much interested in writing histor-y on the ahove toplc. 
She would also use these materials and methods in further dt>v<.>loping her coursP 
in Oral History in Local History which ~he started January, l~/5 at the College 
of Sto Catherine. ' 

In pursuing this project, I found that I would need some Pquipment anti personnel 
which would necessitate some funding if I were to make it a worthwhile contribu­
tion involving much time. effort and research. My present plan i~ to dPvotP one 
year to it. If the Community sees that it is of importance, T no doubt will re­
ceive permission to pursue it further. 

Equipment which I have tried out and found to be very good include: 

- Portable Norelco Recorder Model 88 
- Small Conference Mike for Recorder 
- Transcriber 
- Tape-Cassettes @ $4.00 each 
- Office supplies 

$12~.00 
15.00 

)29.00 
]00.00 
150.00 

There are cheaper recorders on the market; however • I found that Model bR wou I d 
serve the best, because the volume is louder and clear~r. Since I will hP work 
ing with Sisters who tend to become rather deaf with advancing years, il is ne­
cessary to replay the interviews immediately to be sure that fDcts, etc., arc 
correct. An inexpensive recorder is not loud and clear enough for this purpose. 
Incidentally. 1 wrote my Master's thesis on The Efte~tive Use of Audio-Visunl 
Aids in the Field of Music Education. 

My next biggest expense involves the services of a competent typist to transcribe 
the tapeso In discussing this factor with Barry Byrne who hires typists for St. 
Mary's Junior College and Claire Schwambach, recently named the Secret:::~ry of t-be 
Year for Minnesota and North Dakota, I found that a competent typist hired from 
Employer's Overload would cost $3o83 an hour. I would not hire anyone by the 
mouth. because this kind of work would go in spurts. 

The secretaries to 
mnt~ that it takes 
and concise, etc. 
retyped. 

whom I have talked and who have done 
one hour to type up a half-hour tap~ 
A rough draft would have to be made, 

this kind of work esti­
if the speech is clear 
thcu edited, r•.'fined and 

Therefore, 1 would like to apply for a grant of $3000.00 to do a worthwhile Oral 
History Project which could be a significant contribution to the state of Minne­
sota during our Bi-Centennial Year. 



( 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet \~ho !.ave serVL'd in Hlnnesot<J ~incf~ lb51 
number 2lf27 plus 3 novices, 39 affiliatPS and <~ssuc-fates. Th•'Y c;\me/com·-~ fn->111 
the following countries: 

u.s.A, 

Minnesota. 
N. Dakota. 
Wisconsin. 
Illinois •• 
Iowa • • 
Michigan • 
New York • 

• • 1410 
113 
105 

58 
53 
28 
25 
32 
15 
14 

South Dakota • 
Montana. o • 

Missouri •• o 

Pennsylva~ia ••• 
California •••• 

13 
D 

Nebraska • 
Ohio ••• 
Indiana •• 
Massachusetts. 
Virginia • . . 
New Jersey •••• 
Washington •• o • 

Oklahoma • • o • • 

Alaska • • • 0 • 0 

Oregon •••••• 
West Virginia. 
Vermont •••• 
Connecticut •• 
Utah • • 
Kentucky • 
Arizona. • 
Arkansas 
Louisana • 
Idaho. • • 
Maine •• 
Maryland • 

11 
9 
9 
6 
4 
4 
J 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

Texas ••• o • • • 2 
R~ode Island • • • 2 
Colorado • • 2 
Florida. • • 2 
New Ha~pshire. 2 

1947 

No date or place • 12 

P.E.l. Man i tolHI 
Sanleek 
Peterboro 
Ontario 
Lotbeniere 

Ireland - 2Ut.. 

K i lmor~ 
Ross common 
c. Down 
Kings C. 
Donega 1 
Wexford 
~ueen's c. 
C, Clare 
Kerry 
Sligo C. 
Feenagh 
Hone~h<1n 

Cork 
Linn:1e rick 

Europe - JO 

Germany 
Belgium 
Switzerland 
Holland 
Norway 
Bohen1ia 
France 
Po] and 
Hungary 
~:wcden ' 
Prussia 
Austria 

Lei tram 
KiltlarL· 
Belfast 
Ballyboughford 
TyrCill 
Tipperaty 
Galway 
Tralee 
Duh lin 
Gnrt 
Kieldra 
KilkPnny 
Lundonden y 
Mavo 

England - 10 

Lancashire 
Manche~ter 

London 
Kam!'bottom 
Liverpool 
Culton 

States 1947 
No pla~e/datP 12 
lrc•land 21JO 
Europe JU 
~ngland 10 
Canada 228 

'Jl; 27 

Sa ~ll< a Lc hcwut• 
DrummonJsville 
Toronto 
Harcelline 
Hawkesbury 
Quebec 
Hontreal 

St. Sophia de LeonarJ 
New Brunswick 
Newfound lam! 



CURIHCULUM VITAE OF SISTER ANN THOI-IASINE Si\I'IPSON, C.:~.J" 

Born July 18, 1915, Minneapolis, Hinnesota (Frances-/mne Sampsnn) 

Education £1 Sisters of St. Joseph 2! Carondelet 

- St. Lawrence Grade School, Minneapolis (1922-2~) 

- SL Margaret's Academy, 1-linneapolitJ (l«J29-32) 
-College of St. Catherine, St. Pa11l (1932-34; 1SIJ7-JY) lLAo in history 

St. Joseph's Novitiate, St. Paul (193!1-:\7) L'nt<:red convl'nl in 1q34 

Further Study 

- University of Minnesota (1938-39) 
- Diocesan Teachers College, St. Paul (1938-40) 
- Pius X School of Liturgical Music, Manhattonvillc College, New York (1941) 
-Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois (1946-51) Master of ~usil: 

- Notre Dame University, Notre Dame, Indiana (1954) 
- Loyola Institute of Pastoral Studies, Loyola University, Chicago, Ill:! noi r, (l9b5-68) 
- Private study of organ, voice and piano under many prominPnt teachers 

Living (a); Teaching (b); Working (c) with Sisters of St. Joseph 

- St. Joseph's Novitiate (a and b) 1934-37; 1937-38 
- St. Joseph's Provincial House (a) 1937-38; 1971-72 
-St. James Academy, Grand Forks, N.D. (a and b) sprin~ of Jfl17 
- St. Joseph's Academy, St. Paul (a and b) 19Jt!-'l2; 1970-71 
- St. John's Academy, Jamestown, N.D. (a anJ b) 1952-56 
- Academy of Holy Angels, Minneapolis (a and b) 1956-64 
- St. Paul Seminary, St. Paul (a and c) summer of 1957 
- St. Margaret's Academy, Minneapolis (a and ,b) 196!1-69 
- College of St. Catherine, St. Paul (c) 1971-72 
- St. Mary's Hospital, Minneapolis {a) 1972-75 
- St. Mary's Junior College, Minneapolis (c) 1972-75 

Teaching and Projects Experience 

1938-71: 
1940-41: 

1951-52: 

1960: 
1963: 

l '.lf,•l- lO : 

1970-71: 

Taught history, religion and music (see above ~) 
Served on School Committee (Music) for Ninth National Eucharistic 
Congress, St. Paul-Minneapolis 
In charge of Pageant, Pontifical Mass and Publicity for Centenn:l.al 
Celebration of St. Joseph's Academy which involved working with 
approximately 800 students, faculty 
Organized and conducted a Choral Workshop for Teachers 
Chairman in charge of rewriting and publishing of l{eligion Outlin~s 
used by five high schools conducted by CSJs 
Crnnlurl 11 SnhlHlliclll Yt•ltr durinR which time T wns a VisitlnR Lecturer 
ln lndanJ U monlhR; upenl the remalnder of the year visiting q other 
countries in British Isles and Europe 
Collected and organized 120 years of archival material related to 
St. Joseph's Academy. SJA closed in 1971; transferred nll material, 



memorabilia, etc. to Administration Center where it occupies one vlhole 
room a 
Researched and provided archival material needed for book, SCHUm. OF 
HAPPY MEMORIES, put out by SJA Alumnae Association 

1971-72: Organized a Teachers Art Resource Center (books, mAgazinPs, slides, 
picture file), Visual Arts Building, College of Sta Catherine, St. Paul 

1972-75: Director of Public Relations, Alumni and Development (new position) at 
St. Mary's Junior College, Minneapolis 

1972; 1973: Made two trips via towboat on the Mississippi l{iver in order to t·ctrace 
first steamboat trips our early Slsters made: 1 )Nt~w Orleans to St. Louis 
in 1836; 2)St. Louis to St. Paul in 1851. Kept a meticulous diary of 
71 single-spaced typewritten pages; took over 350 slides and made taped 
interviews and conversations re 1 n ting to Connnuni ty history as well as 
subjects relating to river (transportation, ecology, conservation; lock 
system, navigation, etc.) 
Also did research in our Generalate archives, SL Louis and in Ursuline 
convent archives, New Orleans, La. 

1973: Attended the Society of American Archivists 37th Annual Meeting, St. Louis, 
Moo 

Other Interests 

- Have worked on family genealogy for over 30 years; much oral history connected 
with this project. 

- Have presented many slide/lectures about European travels and Mississippi River 
to schools, church groups, clubs and other organizations. Among the most 
interesting was at the National River Academy, Helena, Arkansas where men are 
trained to work on the river. 

- Adjudicator for choral festivals in Minnesota and North Dakota 
- Speaker at youth workshops, St. Paul Seminary, schools and organizations concerned 

with religion and music. 
- Substitute organist at many churches throughout the Twin Citie8 met~opolitan 

area. 
-Accessibility to archives of the following institutions: 

- St. Paul Province of Sisters of St. Jose~h; Sister Antoninc O'Brien, 
archivist 

- St. Paul Seminary, St. Paul; Rev. Clyde Eddy, librarian; Rev. Philip Hellt>r, 
archivist 

- St. Louis Province Archives; Sister Dolorita Marie Dougherty, archivist 
- St. Louis Generalate Archives; Sister Thomas Bernard, archivist 
- St. Paul Cathedral; The Very Rev. Ambrose Hayden, rector 

College of St. Catherine, St. Paul; Sister John Christine Wolkerstorfer in 
charge of Oral History department 

- Catholic Bulletin; Bernard Casserly, editor 

Organizations to which ! belong 

- CASE Council for Advancement and Support of Education 
- Minnesota Genealogical Society (French-Canadian special interest) 
- Public Relations/Communications Group for Archdiocese of Minneapolis-Stn Paul 
- Ramsey County Historical Society 
- Twin Cities Choirmasters Association (board member) 


