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Dcur Phyllis. 

P.03/04 

Thauk you for sending the materials rega.rdillg the FcderaliOit1S request to b'ocon~o a juridic person. The truth is that 
when we read the infol'motion, we questioned whcllter tire Federatiou ought to pt:ocecd with lhe appl.k'atiO:h Without 
further discussion by the Goven1ing Boned. Our conce:rn Is that we moy end up beit1g tnuch more tied into Rot nan 
authority than any of us would wish lobe. 

We certainly agl'ee with the changes that you ure requesling that Rome make, partkulady ill regard to joi:ning or 
lcnvlng the Federation (Sections 3 und 4 ), but we wonder if C1CL will tnodify that langunge since it was suggested by 
them. We woul(l not want membership In or withdrawal ftonl the Federation to be ultimately up to Rotnc. 

We also wonder jf tbero 111ight Mt be other are~ ill which issues of aU.UlOrity and autonomy might oo at stake. We 
rcccntl.y read an article in which it was slated that iu a federation wltich is a juridic person, "each institute ot monnstety 
retains ils autonomy but each inslitute is subject. to the superior of tl1c federation in certain limited mlltt.;,rs primarily 
affcclillg the federation." (Rosemary Smilh, SC, in thQ. Bull.Qtin on !ssu~g!Q.utl.drn'~Fall, ::WOO.) If tllat is the 
case, what might lhoso llUJ.tlcrs be? How does this apply to us'r 

We realize that there is a certain urgency t.o all of this because oftlle novitiate prograu1. We wonder, however, if 
there would not be anothet· way to h.1ndle the novili£11.0 quest.ion again this yea( - by seekb\g all indult or by the lenders 
of the congregallons designating the fcdcrntion novilinte as the novlliat.e for their congregations. This would give us 
adetJUate time for discussion among tho members. 

Now lllat we see soure of I he language, we are concerned 1l1.at we I tot tie our COltgregations into a relatiotlehlp witl'l 
Rome that might prove to be mo~-e than we bargained for, especially al this timo of ''tightening scrows'' within the 
hierurchiclll Btructures. 

We are sending our stutlstics to Ba1bara, bu1 we hope that before nnylhiug moves forward wo would, in light ofthe 
infonnution we have now, be able to discuss the issue oftllc Fcderaliott becoming a juridic person th0roughly ut t11e 
November Governing Bonrd meeting. 

Peace, 

Susan Oeflling, Doloro Rochon, Chris Ludwig 
Carondelet~ St. Paul 
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